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October 4, 2006

Jo Anne B. Barnhart, Commissioner

Social Security Administration

100 Altmeyer Building

6401 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD  21235-6401

RE:
Cooperative Agreements for Work Incentives Planning and Assistance Projects; 
Program Announcement No. SSA–OESP–06–1

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

As you know, the Social Security Administration (SSA) published a Request for Application for Work Incentives Planning and Assistance (WIPA) Program cooperative agreements in May 2006, with an award date of September 30, 2006.  These cooperative agreements are replacing SSA’s Benefits Planning Assistance and Outreach (BPAO) Program and will emphasize work incentives, return to work supports, and work for beneficiaries.

On behalf of the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Advisory Panel, we want to express our support for this change.  We consider it a natural next step in helping beneficiaries begin moving toward self sufficiency through work.

Now that SSA has awarded the cooperative agreements, we have questions about SSA’s plans for transitioning from the former BPAO Program to the WIPA Program.  This plan has implications for the seamless transition of essential services to Social Security beneficiaries.  

On October 18, 2006, the Panel will be holding a teleconference from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET.  We would like a representative from SSA to respond to the attached questions about the Agency’s transition plans.  It is essential that beneficiaries who had been receiving services from a BPAO not have gaps in service if their BPAO was not awarded funding as a new WIPA or if they live in an area not covered by a WIPA.  

We look forward to hearing the Agency’s responses to these questions.  Once we determine which representative from SSA will be addressing these questions, we’ll share logistical information for connecting to the Panel’s teleconference.   Please direct any questions to the Panel’s Executive Director, Jill Houghton.  She can be reached at 202-358-6419.

Sincerely,
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Berthy De La Rosa-Aponte

Chair

Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Advisory Panel
Attachment

400 Virginia Avenue, SW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20024

Phone:  202‑358‑6430  (  Fax:  202‑358‑6440

Website:  www.ssa.gov/work/panel   (  E-mail:  TWWIIAPanel@ssa.gov
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